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*Bibold how good and joyful a thing it is, b to Gel 
together in unity ! 


It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down to 
the beard; even unto Aaron's beard, and went down to the 
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Page 7, line 20, for eatem read codem 


30, — 3, for blood read load. 


\ 


A 


LETTER, &c: 


SIRE, 
ILL years of late, I was an object of 


general envy, from the honours en- 
circling my brow as the common parent of 
Britons. Every ſucceeding generation add- 
ed to my laurels. To my ſons, like the 
paternal ghoſt of a certain great hero, I 
could have ſaid ; 


Sic equidem ducebam animo rebarque futurum 
Tempora dinumerans ; nec me mea cura fefellit ! 
and this too in early time, before the arts 
of war and of ſcience had enlarged their 
B minds 


10 

minds and expanded their hearts. Vet now, 
when arrived at a zenith of improvement, 
both civil and military, which was not to be 
eclipſed, I thought, into diſgrace are they ſo 
ſunk with all the powers of Europe, that 
the name of Britain is no longer a ſubject of 
terror either or admiration. 


THE little princes, who uſed to pay almoſt 
divine honours to her flag, now even dare to 
unite againſt her, in what they call an armed 
neutrality ; and ſome of the more potent, 
have entered her ports in the avowed predica- 


ment. Direful change in power and in 


dignity 1 


[NoTHING, Sire, but the inveteracy of 
that conduct, both in police and politics, 
which, if purſued, will inevitably ruin Great 
Britain; and a box new- opened (the Dutch 
war) which is not leſs full with important 
evils, than was the American, could have 
poſſibly, at my advanced age, dragged me 
into political obſervations.] 
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My Court, once the concourſe of all the 
tutelar Genii of the world, to ſolicit through 
me intuitively the friendſhip of Great Britain, 
is now, like the dwellings of the unfortunate, 
deſerted. The Druids, who annually facri- 
ficed to my oaks, have now omitted their 
yearly homage, as no longer they ride trium- 
phant over the deep. 


Tu conqueſt of St. Euſtatia gives no 
more eclat to the Britiſh arms, than would the 
taking of an unprotected infant in the cradle. 
However, as it was by the neutral powers as 
well as by the enemy made a common maga- 
Zine for the accommodation of the latter, it 
became highly neceſſary to ſeize it. Why 
are not thoſe ambo dexter ſituations, with re- 
ſpe& to Jamaica, a ſugar colony more valu- 
able than all the other Britiſh ones united, 
attacked at a proper ſeaſon of the year ; the 
Havannah and Hiſpaniola I mean ? For no 
ſtronger reaſon, perhaps, than that they 
belong to the formidable enemy 
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Or Nymphs and Nereides the numerous 
choirs, that, with feſtive ſongs, and: 
Te Deums, for viRories gained, melodized 
my woods, lawns, and rivers, now wander 
about in ſolitude ; or with meſtive voice mur- 
mur out elegiacs for captured fleets, unna- 
tural ruptures, or for other multiplied mis- 
fortunes. 


My brother Neptune, the other day, emerg- 


ing from his kingdom, and ſeating himſelf 


upon a cliff, with dolorous voice, exclaimed, 
O ſiſter, how your children have all on a 
* ſudden degenerated ! Of all the nations 
* that travelled over my empire, they were 
« firſt in my eſteem. There is indeed a na- 
„ tural league of friendly reciprocration be- 
% tween us; they largely contribute to peo- 
„ple my dominions, and they love my 
element; whenever therefore my turbu- 
« lent. brother made my region to them dan- 
« gerous, I called upon my dependants, the 
clouds, for a rapid reſtoration of my pro- 
« perty, ſo aſſwaged the winds, and abated. 
the ſurge ;; and I am to them (nay, I am 
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41 
« afraid I ſhould rather ſay, I was to them} 
« the grand barrier againſt their enemies. 
„ loved them, becauſe they were brave in 
« enterprize, and generous in conqueſt. 
« But” Diſcovering now the anguiſh of 
my ſoul, which the briny tear rolling down 
his falt-incruſted cheeks, whilſt he was 
fpeaking, had increaſed ; he ceaſed, drooped 


his head, and immerſed. 


My kinſman, Eolus, who, in his rough 
way, uſed to be familiar with me, now paſſes 
me unnoticed, except by a ſcowlng glance. 


Yer, Sire, Britons are {till Britons 3 they 
are both brave and wiſe; but they are ill 
conducted. The ſervants conſtituting your 
Majeſty's adminiſtration are, to ſpeak of 
them tenderly, none of thoſe exalted beings 
that unite the terreſtrial to the celeſtial or- 
ders; therefore are they wreſdlute, timid, 
and flow. And mighty offenders. are they 
alſo againſt the political litany, for they have 
left undone thoſe things which they ought to 


tave done; and they have done thoſe things 
which 


(664 
which they ought not to have done; and 
there is no health in their labours. And in 
your Majeſty's preſent mode of adminiſtra- 
tion, there is a conſtitutive defect; there is 
no one ſervant, who is to be reſponſible for 
the conduct of the whole war department. 
Vet ſyſtems, as well politic as mechanic, that 


are complex, cannot be brought to perfection 


without a ſupreme artificer, who is to com- 
poſe, to unite, and to direct the whole. 


To the want of a centurion-like miniſter, 
who could ſay to that man come, and he 


comes; and to another go, and he goes; and 


to the frailties of your Majeſty's chief ſer- 
vants, and not to any degeneracy in Britons, 
is to be charged the whole ſum of Britiſh 
diſaſters, and of Britiſh falling off. 


Tn treaſury department, the depart- 


) 
ments of the ſecretaries of ſtate, the admi- 


ralty commiſſion, and that of the commander 
in chief, ſeem all to be, from the preſent 
mode of adminiſtration, allotments of buſi- 


neſs as unconnected with one another, as if 


they 
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„ 
they belonged to different kingdoms ; and 
therefore muſt not only want that ſtrength 
which is acquired by a fitneſs of accommo- 
dation, and a well formed coincidence, but 
will perhaps often claſh, through either error 
or defign, or through both, as the chiefs in 
theſe departments may not always be in a 
friendly coalition to ſupport the reputation of 
one another, 2 


WaHicH not improbable is the cauſe that 
their operations, through the whole of this 
war, have worn a motley appearance, with- 


out the leaſt likeneſs of features; and con- 


firms them to be rather the ſeveral unconnect- 
ed expedients of difterent departments, in 
the hour of exigence, than the parts of any 


one regular and general ſcheme. Of their 


plans it may be ſaid, as it was of Nature, 
when in a chaotic ſtate, 


congeſlaque cadem 
Non bene jundiarum diſcordia ſemina rerum. 


A claſſical ſchool- boy, who along with his 


geographic information had acquired that of 
the rivalſhip in commerce and marine be- 
| tween 
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4). 
tween Great Britain and France and Spain, 
and of the appendages belonging to theſe ſe- 
veral crowns in America, would have fore- 
ſeen the alliance between the Bourbonite and 


the American, the moment England would 


throw away the ſcabbard. 


. FRANCE early declared, your Majeſty 


knows, in favour of America, to ſpirit her 


up againſt the parent country ; but then af- 
forded her little other aſſiſtance than in 
words. Spain in ſome time after did the 
ſame, and purſued a ſimilar conduct. 


Hap theſe crowns become active in her 
defence, when ſhe was in her full vigour, 
that conſequence, ere now, would probably 
have followed, which of all others they moſt 
dread and guard againſt, that of her obtain- 
ing an independent independence, as it 
would ſoon be attended with the loſs of South 
America and their ſugar iſlands. But, they 
ſaw her half ruined before they ſtept forward 
to aſſiſt her; and now, they only prop her, 


as a builder does a fabric he intends ſapping, 
and 
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and caſting off from its centre into one 
maſſy ruin, that he may ere& a new one in 


its place. 


They juſt furniſh her with ſuch a portion 
of ſupplies, as will keep her upon her legs, 
till the is ſo drained of blood, of treaſure 
and of credit, that ſhould ſhe then obtain 
independence, the ſhould be ſo weak, as 
not to be able to prevent her great allies, 
from taking a very conſiderable lead in the 
regulation both of her police and polities, 
In which they would take care to indemnify 
themſelves amply for the aſſiſtance they had 
given her; and that too by colonizing a 
well adapted part of her empire for a bartier 
to South America, and a ſecurity to their 
ſugar colonies. So evident was it, by the 
plaineſt rules of policy, that the Bourbonite 


would at a political time, and in a political 


manner, join the American againſt England, 
that it was foreſeen by every cabinet in Eu- 
rope, your Majeſty's except. And for your 
miniſters, Sire, no excuſe can be framed, 
from any reliance they could have had on the 
45 C* faith 
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a balancing, whether or not they ſhould 


(©). 
faith of promiſes, as it is but too notoribus, 
that by the modern refinements in politicks, 


princes no longer keep their words Than! it 


becomes their intereſt to break them. And 
the proſpective temptation of the Bourbonite 
to break his then, muſt have been too great for 


his virtue to reſiſt, unleſs his ideas had been- 


as bbnubilated as thoſe of ſome of his neigh- 


| bours. 


Tk conduct of your Majeſty's miniſters 


_—_— the commencemerit of the American War, 


and their mode of carrying it on, (admitting 
even their political principle, that in Eng- 
land it was wiſdom to uſe hoſtilities, as the 


| beſt means for recalling her to obedience,) 


exactly tallies with that portion of ſagacity, 
they betrayed in not diſcovering what would 


be the French and Spaniſh meaſures upon 


that rupture, before they were Ry 


avowed; 


Ar ard, they crept itito hoſtilities by a 


kind of piece-meal, that implied rather 


inſiſt 


(n) 
inſiſt on America's ſubmiſſion, than a deter- 
mined reſolution to campel it. Which 
ſpecies of conduct was by the Amefican ex- 
plained into a fear in her to attempt to reduce 
him to obedience thro? violence; and there- 
fare heightened the ſpirit of his reſiſtanee. 
And which wavering leflened the reſpectabi- 
lity of the Britiſh cabinet in the opinion of 


Europe, by expoſing the inſtability of their 
counſels, and Page they 24d, Ao, fixed 5p for 
AARON! 

Ap when they began to att "ith Far 
degree of ſpirit, that faſcination which 
hitherto had bewildered their management, 
ſtill continued over them its baneful influ- 
ence. For inſtead of ſtringing the bow with 
redoubled elaſticity againſt the formidable 
auxiliaries, againſt them they come forward, 
rather in a defenſive than offenſive poſture; 
but againſt the American hurled the whole of 
their vengeance; thus promoting as effectu- 
ally the views of the former, as if. in actual 
compact with them for that urpaſe, by 
uſing their utmoſt. efforts to reduce the 


C 2 American 
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American to ſuch a ſituation, as will not 
improbably throw him at laſt into the arms 
of the Bourbonite, in ſuch a condition as 
will oblige him to ſubmit for ſome time to 
the parcelling out of his territories, and 
to the new-modelling of the L 
* them at n worn 8 


So fair an occaſion for humbling the Houſe” 


of Bourbon, never before fell within the 
power of an Engliſh miniſtry, had they but 
ſtrength of ſight ſufficient to have ſeen it. 
If Great Britain ſtill holds. over it that ſupe- 
- -iority at ſea, which long ſhe has been in 
poſſeſſion of, and W 1 "OR ain rack. 
OPIN exiſts, ' 


The finances of France were in a bad con- 
dition. The war, if carried on by Great 
Britain in that ſphere, in which ſhe had at 
option to proſecute it, from the ſituation uf 
"the object of contention, would have been 
mere maritime one; (the province of gag 
liſh ſtrength, of Enliſt advantage 0 as even 
thoſe ſettlements, belonging to the Ameri- 


can 
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can auxiliaries, which ſhould have been the 
firſt objects for employing your Majeſty's 
arms againſt, . were maritime ones beyohd 
the Atlantic. But that their management 
may be uniform, thoſe places all remain un- 
moleſted. The principle too upon which 
France and Spain came into the field againſt 
England, tho' to themſelves perhaps juſtifi- 
able, by the warpings of policy; yet; at the 
ſame time, ſo repugnant to the fundamen- 
tals of equity, that no other power in Eu- 


rope, (no other powers being intereſted in 


the fate of America, but theſe already in 


conteſt about it,) would, on any decline of 


the Bourbonite's ſtrength, either as an auxi- 


liary or as a mediator, have joined him upon 


the principle of diſmembering America from 
England. She would therefore have had 


only the former powers to combat with, 


either in the cabinet or in the field, being ex- 


empt from all ſubſidies to foreign princes; 


as, in that line of conduct, foreign troops 
would not have been wanted. 


BE81DES, 


* 
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- Bg81DEs, had England thrown her whole 
ſtrength | into a maritime war, that ſovereign 
protection which of courſe it would have ex- 
tended. to her own trade, and that injury 
which her enemies would as naturally haye 
ſuffered, would. foon haye annihilated the 
latter. Nat to mention, that the millions 
ſpent to carry on a war merely, maritime, 
would be leſs injurious to England, than a 
continental one, that did nat require a tenth 
part of the maney. The diſburſements of 
the former would centre with herſelf, being 
oaly in circulation from one hand to tlie other, 


| and back again; whereas, thoſe of the i 


are ingulphed in foreign ſtates, never to re- 
turn. | | 3 


Axp as a war with America was to be 


proſecuted, the chief ſcenes of action mult be 


in thoſe ſeas, where the Americans' trade 
would have inevitably ſo ſuffered, that if ho- 


ſtilities of any kind could call him back ta 


ſubmiſſion, ſuch would. 


oY 


IN 


. 

In politics it was a ſoleciſm of the firſt 
magnitude, to enter into a continental war 
with America, ſuppoſing her to have been 2 
natural enemy, inſtead of a natural friend. 
The vaſt extent of that empire; the expence 
and difficulty to tranſport troops to ſueh a diſ- 
ratice, a multiplicity of reaſons too obvious to 
mention forbad it. And as adminiſtration 


thought that to dragoon her was the beſt me- 


thod of bringitig her back to obedienee, the in- 
terruption of her fiſheries, and of her trade; 
which was the moſt ſenſible parts of her 
feelings, a maritime war would have clofely 
applied to her. And for that purpofe, Hali- 
fax in Nova-Scotia would have made an ex- 
eellent northern repoſitory. | 


Bor when the Houſe of Bourbon tat it- 
ſelf into the American ſcale, Great Britain 
ſhould, on getting her grand enemy and rival 
in a pfedicamient, wherein het ſupefionty in 
troops gave her ho advantage (the Keene of 
war lying beyond ſuch an expanſe of ocean) 
have braced up every nerve in her maring 
department, by throwing her whole iłrength 

I \ ; 7 
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into that line; and ſhould have ruſhed with 
it all into the vitals of the Gaul and of the 
Caſtilian. Which probably on the Ameri- 
can might have been productive of a return 
of amity in him to England; by ſtriking him 
with an awe at her power and reſolution, 
and with perhaps ſenſations of a finer nature, 
at ſeeing her mighty mdignation turned aſide 
from him, through a mixture of pity and 
contempt, and diſcharged upon enemies 
many times more formidable. 391 


* 


: Tus conduct of infinite wiſdom, upon th 


firſt human tranſgreſſion, ſhould ſtand as an 


eternal rule of direction for every perſon, 
who wiſhes not to deſtroy, but to recall to 
love, duty, and obedience. The charge, 
though brought home againſt the culprit, 
who firſt erred, was not followed by an im- 
mediate denunciation of divine judgment 
upon her. No, but upon the ſerpent, which 
| was not to be ſaved; and which was the 
more cunning ; the more powerful, and the 
more eriminal (being the ſeducer) the over- 
flowing meaſure of divine wrath was poured. 

Which 
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Which affords an exalted exhibition of faut 
of the attributes of the Deity, wiſdom, Juſtice, 
mercy, and Oren 


- 
—_— * 


Ir the ſeeds of the American rebellion were 
not ſown by the Bourbonite, they were fo- 
ſtered and fomented by him. Therefore had 
England held him as the arch enemy, aud 
turned againſt him her reſentment, the Ame 
rican might have felt the lenity of the parent 
country, and have returned to his obedience. 
Mercy, of all conciliating medicines, is s the 


moſt potent. 


Bur as the human mind frequently turns 
in upon itſelf to ſearch for a rule of conduct; 
the weak and timid one, concluding erro- 


neouſly from its own feelings, adopts coercive 

# . meaſures, pains and penalties, as the'moſt 
/ F certain and ſpeedy method for obtaining the 
F wiſhcd-for end; which of all others is the 
4 1 moſt effectual one that could be taken to 
® prevent it; for in all revolts, where any 


leading motive of action prevails, the in- 
variable maxim is, | denn 
Tu ne cede ma'is, ſed contra audintior ito. 


D ; | It 
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It | 18 ; indecd, the true character of humat 1 
nature, the u may be led; but with ſucceſs E 
cannot be driven. 5 
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Hav Great-Britain proſccuted the war CE 
ch vigour againſt, | hear and Spain, and x 
only have chaſtened the American, as a 
parent does the erring child of his affection; 
and that, that mode ſhould fail in obtaining 
the defired event; 3 yet, over the preſent 
method, it would have had conſiderable ad- 

g vantages. For if i in that caſe America ſuc- 
ceeded, ſhe would gain her independence 
without the ſpecial and immediate aſſiſtance 
of the Bourbonite, and in the bloom of her 
 firength, and therefare would not be hum- 
bled into the creature of his views to the 

| prejudice of England; but independently 
© would ſtand upon her own principles; and 
though not the ſubject of Great- Britain, very 
poſſibly might be her ally to counteract the 
deſigns of the Houſe of Bourbon in that part 

_ of the world. America would, however, 
. in that ſtate of things, be a very conſiderable 
3 power; the jealouſies therefore that natu- 


rally 


( 49 2 
rally would ariſe be between France and Span! 
and her, about a partition between them of 


the Engliſh colonies there, would be a great 
means of ſecuring them to the latter. But 
ſhould America be ſo reduced as to draw her 
chief ſupport from F rance and Spain; yet 
obtain independence, ſhe will then be- little 
other, for ſome time, than a-colony to theſe 
crowns 3. and the Englith ſugar iſlands will 
' ſoon. fall to the Houſe of Bourbon. A id 


ſhould France and Spain find that the 1671- 
can is not ſo flexible to their meaſures as they 


could wiſh, they having obtained the grand 
point they had in view, his ruin, will very 
probably leave him to de nurſed * Eng- 


land. \ 


ANp of all the modes of 1 9 7 15 
carried on by Great-Britain againſt the Bour- 
bonite, the defenſive, is the worſt. It is a 
tacit confeſſion of ſuperiority in the enemy; 
therefore raiſes in him a confidence that it is 
ſo, and begets an enterpriſing ſpirit. ö It 
checks the ardour of the defenſive party, and 
reduces him in the opinion of his . 

SP 1452 ft TS es, 
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Beſides, © it leaves the enemy at liberty to 

throu ; his whole force into ofrenÞtive action, 

, Having ww alarms to em OP * ann 


+4 1911, 1 F ' bo 


Bache pus of Amer iex;at this: time, what 
it may, the Bourbonite will gain a great 
point. R Should the: ſuccecd in her plan of 
independence, the will be ſo reduced by the 
time it is gained, that the u ill for ſome time 
be under the controul of her great allies. 
Should the be humbled: into her former alle- 
giance, ſo ſhattered will the be in every re- 
ſpect, that for many years to come, their 
American territories will have nothing to fear 
from her. And the TIF ages that have been 
commutted upon the American's property; 

*and the rivers of blood that liave flowed froh 
the veins of his neareſt relatives, wil OCCa- 
ſion ſuch ranklings in his breaſt, that they 
weill have nothing to apprehend from auy 
junction between Great Britain and him, as 
all cordiality of union muſt be at an end 
there. 80 that the Bourbonite, by feeding 
the rupture between England and America, 


has increaſed the diſtauce of that evil hour, 
Which 


120 


which will, however late, one day ſtrip him 
of all' his poſſeſſians iu the American world; 
aud even how perhaps much ſooner than he 
expects; aid at the ſame time he has diſtreſſed 
his natural rival and enemy, Great Britain. 
abou eee ee ee en- t 0 li 

Ag ſhould England carry her point againſt 
America, her acquiſition will conſiſt in a 
multitude of cripples of her own making; 
who have been by her ſo bruiſed and maimed, 
that ſhe will have them for ſome time to heal 
and to ſupport, as they will be incapable of 
ſupporting themſelves; and alſo. the, civil 
power that will be neceflary for their regu- 
lation. And to compleat the advantage of 
her bargain, as ſoon as they are: perfectly 
recovered, they will moſt certainly N - 


hp heyy: and flock to the old ſtandard. 
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| p ous as — as. . recovers | her 
ſtrength, in like proportion will the spin of 
independence animate her breaſt; it will 
grow with her growth, and ſtrengthen with 
her ſtrength. And the knowledge which the 
Europeans have, ſince the commencement 
| | ws of 
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of the American war, acquired of the inter- 
mal excellence of that empire, and of what 
thigh value money and induſtry will be there 
on thetreturn of -peage:; together with the 
vaſtallage ot the Germanic communities, 
and the rack-rents and heavy taxes under 
which the ſubjects of Eugland labour, will, 
'thro'- emigration, much ſooner people and 
enrich America, and;bring to completion her 
favourite principle, than COMM obſervers 


are aware of. y 


I 


Tux voyage of Orlando Furioſo to the moon 


is not more chimerical, than the idea of 
England's kceping America in ſubjection. 


For an iſland to hold in vaſſallage, for any 


length of time, a vaſt empirg, ſeparated from 
her by a world of waters, is a ſoppoſition, 


that could only be entertained in minds that 
embrace Thadows: for kate. ans there 


fore enen EP n 21% 68 
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pled with an equal proportion of. fouls, drawn 
from every corner of the earth, ast ſoon as 
they 
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they were ſet down there, in their politics 
they would immediately become unanimous, 
not to receive laws from any other power. 
Which locał effect muſt be evident to every 
perſon, acquainted with the ſituation aud 
extent of that ne world, and the natural 
turn of the um mind. 

R head 0 not the hand England 
ſhould have employed againſt America. Ne- 
gociation and not arms. The largeſſes of 
police ſhould have been dealt out to her, till 


The was pacified. ' But with a parſimanious 


hand; not a point of indulgence more then 


what was unavoidable ; that the fund of 


immunities might hold out as long as poſſi- 


ble. As when it was all exhauſted, ſhe then 


would beyond doubt, feat herſelf upon the 
throtie of independence, as an-heireſs. arrived 
at maturity; a maturity which at ſome 
period, all the powers upon earth will not be 
able to deprive her of, It will be one em- 
pire, the ſouthern part will be united to the 
northern by the hardier ſons of the latter. 
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_ Bes1DEs, | the true, policy of Euglaud. 
was to have kept upon ſuch good terms with 
the American, as would have entitled her 
to receive from him, in the decline of her 
vigour, and in the decrepitude of her age, 
as from a filial, child, that protection with 
intereſt, which to him ſhe had granted 
when in an infant ſtate. And for which filial 
purpoſe he is moſt commodiouſly ſituated, 
being, in the neighbourhood of the grand 
ſource of the riches of Spain; and of a con- 
ſiderable part too of that of France. There- 
fore, if in friendſhip with England, he 
would deter the Bourbonite from treſpaſſing 
upon her, either at home or in the Weſt 
Indies. As bodies politic as well as bodies 
natural undergo the gradus of youth, age, 
and diſſolution; and the former like the * 
latter, have in their embryotic ſtate thoſe 
ſeeds that are, when ripe, to exterminate 
them. 
And it is not improbable, but that, that 
very ingredient, which conſtitutes the ſupe- 


rior felicity of the Engliſh conſtitution, the 
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( 23 ) 
power of controul the different ſtates have 
over one another, will, through perverſion, 
become inſtrumental to its diſſolution. Nor 
will an adventitious inſtitution, which has 
been grafted upon her political ſyſtem, 
the monied- intereſt, contribute a little to- 
wards accelerating that epocha. For from 
the preſent huge bulk of the funds, and 
the further very promiſing and ſpeedy growth 
of them, the taxes, neceſſary for their ſup- 
port, muſt in time, become too grievous, 
too intolerable to be borne, and will there- 
fore, in all human probability, produce the 


following alternative: Britain will be de- 


ſolated, by emigration, or the conſtitution 
ſhattered in a frenzy of the common- 


wealth. 


Tun luſt of power, your Majeſty knows, 
like that of ſenſuality, often deſtroys the 
means of that enjoyment it wiſhes to pro- 
mote. A violent thirſt after abſolute au- 
thority and unbounded territories, may lead 
the monarch into ſuch exceſſes, as will not 
only hazard che diſmemberment from him 
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of the remoter parts oſ his empire, but 
will perhaps half ruin his principal domi- 
niohs, from the load of debt u by 
his e n, 

2 2 the Britiſh throne, at any period 
devolve to a prince of ſuch a dilpoſitions 
the patronage of the crown is now fo great, 
and diſſipation and luxury have ſo vitiated 
the human heart, and created ſuch an army 


of wants, that in the legiſlature he could 


never fail of having a majority to carry 
Which would 
make him an abſolute ſovereign, and that 

too with the ſanction of law at his heels. 


every favourite meaſure. 


Taxes upon taxes would be raiſed, and 


funds upon funds; which would {plit his 
kingdom into ſuch party-contention, that, 
like a houte divided, would endanger the 
foundation; as not virtue under ſuch a 
mode of adminiſtration, but an inclination 
and an ability to promote and ſupport the 


tavourite ſchemes of the ſovereign, would 


be the only ſucceſsful claim to all places 
ot honour and emolument under the crown. 
A ſyſtem 
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A ſyſtem of meafures that would enervate 
and / deſtroy the healthieſt political conſti- 
tution upon earth. 
Tun monied-intereſt is already grown 
to a ſize fo enormous, that the extremes 
of it are palſied; the animating ſpirit, the 
ſpecie, bearing no proportion to the maſly 
weight it has to move, circulates partially, 
in the channels of new loans; where the 
moſt advantage accrues. Government be- 
ing now obliged, like the prodigal, to raiſe 
money by premium. 
1 8 
TRADE and the landed property are the 
pillars which ſupport the funds; and in 
proportion as thoſe are impaired theſe be- 
come infirm. Who will lend to the com- 
mercial man at five per cent. when go- 
vernment holds out national ſecurity and 
eight or ten including the omnium; and 
that ſecurity a live ſtock, which, ſhould 
occaſion require, could be immediately con- 
verted 1nto money ! Or what monied-man 
will ſhortly embark in trade, when by be- 
E2 coming 
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coming a government uſurer, he can make 
eight or ten per cent. without any hazard; 
ſubſcribers hold their portions of a loan no 
longer, than till they Ae net it out to 
others? H 


By which means commerce will loſe the 
aſſiſtance of theſe, who could be its moſt uſeful 
members, the rich; and theſe will be 
crampt in their abilities to carry it on proper- 
ly. The landed man, who wants money, 
will, from the ſame cauſe, feel the ſame 
inconvenience ; and his property will decline 
conſiderably in its value; for, who will 
purchaſe lands, when the intereſt of funded 
property is ſuperior, and the principal ſo 
eaſily called in; unleſs they can be bought 
under twenty years purchaſe. And to com- 
pleat the evils which will be the concomi- 
tants of a' national debt ſo immenſe, - the 
multitude of taxes annually raiſed to ſupport 
it, will ſo enhance the price of the neceſſary 
accommodations of life, that it will baniſh to 
foreign nations many ingenious mechanics 
with the myſteries of their trade; and thoſe 


who 
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9 
who remain at home; muſt have ſuch an addi-: 
tion to their wages, to enable them to ſupport 
themſelves and their families, that their em- 
ployers will not be able to export their com- 
modities, as other nations, who can bring them 


to market 1 would under-ſell them. 


„ * CY 


i beivg PENS OE a; Ant in 
proportion to the enereaſe of the national debt, 
the pedeſtals of it, commerce, trade, and land- 
ed property muſt moulder away; how then is 
it poſſible that a fabric can ſtand, which has 
ſtory piling upon ſtory, yet is, at the very 
ſame time, ſapping at the foundation? 
ENGLAND may, like a ſtrong and ſpirited 
horſe that is over- laden, yet keeps travelling 
on while the road is ſmooth and regular, but 
ſhould it become rugged he moves with great 
difficulty, and if he happens to flip, down 
he tumbles and craſh goes his burden, from 
his impoſſibility to recover under ſuch a 
weight; and if not deſtroyed, he is ſure to 
receive ſome irreparable injury. England 
mays — her police and property 'remain 


unin- 


(309 


uninterrupted, continue travelling on, for 
ſome yet conſiderable time; but thould an 
enemy diſturb the one and alarm the other, 
perilous would be her ſituation from hy | 
— of 11 blood. 15 


To bus Site, as I ſhould conceive, 
ſuch conſequences muſt be to thoſe in power; 
yet, inſtead of recurring to means to ward 
them off, they, finding it their preſent in- 
tereſt, continue ſupporting thoſe very mear 
ſores which promote them. For to ſych 
a pitch has diflipation and luxury riſen, that 
the favourite maxim of the times ſeems to 
uid fit futurum eras, fuse guærere; 
um ſers dierum cumgue- aue * 

Appore. 55 
Tuer care wt, ſo that they themſelves 
have leaves and fiſhes, whether poſterity 
has bread, liberty or cloathing. Pſhaw! 
perhaps fome ſtateſman will ſay, this is a 
hackneyed doftrine; a bugbear held out by 
party for wore than fifty years paſt; yet 


| Fs ls WI} England, True, Sire; but 
England 
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England was then advancing every day in 
wealth. Her commerce was multiplying ; 
and the value of her landed property was 
riſing in proportion. In the improvement 
and extenſion of trade, ſhe took the ſtart of 
all the reſt of Europe. But her ſurrounding 
neighbours, informed by obſervations, that 
induſtry and a maritime trade are the moſt 
healthy of all ſources to draw riches from, 
(as at the ſame time they furniſh the ſtrong 
eſt ſine ws for political ſtrength and ſaſety,) 
are all become her competitors. The ſeagur 
lately entered into by ſeveral of the maritime 
powers, called an armed neutrality, ſo fully 
implies a general intention to oppoſe all ex · 
cluſive rights to particular branches of com- 
merce, that I ſoon expect to ſee all monopo- 
lizing companies aboliſhed, and the door of 
trade indiicriminately thrown open for the 
general benefit. Her immenſe debt, as has 
been already obſerved, will cramp her trade. 
The fuperior advantages of living in the 
weſtern hemiſphere will, when the flotm 
there has ſubſided, be produdive of a great 

exmgration from her. And the free com- 


. 


merce lately obtained by a ſiſter kingdom, 
that has, in many reſpects, the advantage 
of her for carrying on trade, will there raiſe 
up againſt her a formidable rival. England 
has arrived at the zenith of her greatneſs, 
one ſtep further it is impoſſible for her to go. 
And nothing, but ſupetlative wiſdom in her 
adminiſtration and legiſlature, can ſupport 
| her where ſhe now ſtands. Above all things 
| that corner ſtone of ſtrength; Union, ſhould 
l be recalled and preſerved ; which can never 


\ 


be done, whilſt; any particular ſet of men, 
' becauſe they worſhip the favourite idols, are | 
to fill all places of honour and profit. But 
when virtue becomes the only recommenda- \ 
tion, union will then follow of courſe. | 


No great improvement in the ſtate of the 9 
national wealth or police, is, I conceive, to . 
be looked for from your Majeſty's noble trea- * 
ſurer, if a judgment may be formed from 
the ſeveral ſpecimens he has already given in 
the province of finance. 
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HiTHERTO, the excellence of all finan- 
ciers was underſtood to conſiſt in the raiſing 
of ſupplies in ſo diffuſe and equal a manner, 
that the weight of them, like that of the 
atmoſphere, though ponderous, ſhould be 
ſupported inſenſibly. But the noble Lord 
has adopted a financing principle that is in 
diametric oppoſition to that wanted cuſtom ; 
for he brings home his levies to the moſt ſen- 
ſible feelings of the ſubject, by laying an 
embargo on the neceſſary accommodations of 
life, at the very door of their ſtomachs and 
of their ſenſes, till the tax 1s paid. 


Ap if the noble treaſurer and his col- 
leagues were determined that an expenſive 
continental war ſhould be carried on in Ames 
rica, how came he to eſtabliſh money-remat- 
tances to pay the troops there ; when the 
enemy's were paid in paper, that was never 
in credit, but always doubtful ? Was it to 
ſend out of the nation an immenſe treaſure, 
to circulate among, and to centre with, the 
enemy, to aſſiſt them in their ways and 
means, when every guinea of which England 

8 F 18 


( 34 ) 
is drained in this manner, is as prejudicial 
to her, as the loſs of an ounce of blood 
would be to a man of ninety ! The ſpecie 
neceſſary for wielding her national debt vi- 
gorouſly, thould be ten ſhillings in the pound; 
it ſhould not be leſs than five; yet, the has 
not more than two; and if the American 
war, upon the. preſent principle of remit- 
tance, continues two or three years longer, 
ſhe will be reduced to about one ; a melan- 
choly ſituation ſhould the great channel of 
public afffürs be ruffled by an enemy. Not 
to mention the great ſum conſtantly neceflary 
for the national bank, to ſupport its paper- 
mint. Or was it to raiſe a great fortune for 
theſe individuals, who are employed in the 


patriotic office of remitting it! Or, for that 


very ſingular reaſon, which nevertheleſs, 
has many ſimilar ones to countenance it, 
to add to the patronage of the crown, by 
the: creation of a Jucrative employment ! 
_. AN able Sincier; well aware of - the 
great value of money to England, would 
not have ſent beyond the bounds of na- 
| tional 
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CES 
tional circulation one ſhilling. Nor would 
he (if poſſible to be avoided) have added 
one pound more to the funds. But an- 
nually would have raiſed, by taxation only, 
ſupplies ſufficient for the exigencies of the 
year; a mode perhaps yet not impracti- 
cable, (and which long ſince ſhould have 
been adopted, ) as objects not improper for 
taxation, to an amount ſufficient for car- 
rying on a naval war, (the only one which, 
in the preſent diſputes England ſhould 


have waged,) ſtill remain in a maiden-ſtate. 


And. then, the incumbrance would always 
ceale with the war. 


—AxD if a coinage of commodious 


paper to pay the Britiſh army in America 


had been at firſt ſet on foot there, ac- 
companied with the following accommo- 
dating advantages, it indubitably would have 
ſucceeded. 


Tran 3 Would be pry” at con- 
venient places for exchanging for larger 
notes, the leſſer ones paid away by the 
2 | F 2 _  foldiery; 
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ſoldiery; that all ſuch notes, amounting to 
ten pounds and upwards, ſhould be on Bank 
of England paper, and made payable there, 
with a ſpecialty diſtinguiſhing them to be 


the notes iſſued for that ſingular ſervice ; 


and that all remittances in ſuch notes ſhould 
be facred from confiſcation by any Britiſh 
ſubject; for ſhould any ſhip or veſſel be 


taken, by any Britiſh ſhip, in which were 


letters, or any other ſpecies of packet, con- 
taining ſuch notes, fuch letters and notes, 
ſhould be forwarded with all ſpeed and 
ſafety poſſible to where they were directed; 
and that all goods of Britiſh manufacture, 
or purchaſed in any part of Great Britain, 
warlike ftores excepted, ſhould be exempt 


in like manner from Britiſh capture; and 


for that purpoſe ſhould be *particularly 
marked, that with certainty they might be 
identified, TOs 

* Svcu ſpecialties, or ſomething fimilar, 
would have brought ſuch paper, through 
the convenience of it, into a credit ſupe- 
rior to money; have kept the Engliſh fpe- 
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cie at home; ſaved the great expence of 
remittance, and would have occaſioned the 
greater part of ſuch notes, with the advan- 
tages concomitant on commerce, to cen- 
tre in Great Britain. But this would have 
been ſo diſſimilar to the noble Treaſurer's ge- 
neral fyſtem of condud, that it would have 
ſpoiled the uniformity of it. The inca- 
pacity of your Majeſty's miniſters is incon- 
trovertibly proved, by their having unſuc- 
ceſsfully offered to the American many more 
iummunities, as a reward if he would re- 
turn to his allegiance, than he at firſt re- 
quired ; yet, the majors and the minors which 
were productive of the exigencies that re- 
duced them to that ſtate of humiliation, 


were as evident in deduction, as the o 
cluſion of à ſyllogiſm. 


EXTRAORDINARY however as that feries 
of conduct of your Majeſty's miniſters in 
the higher enterprizes of government, which 
I have been obſerving upon, may appear; 
and impoſſible to be ſurpaſſed by them, as 
it may be ſuppoſed, in the ſame track of 

doing 
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doing buſineſs ;. nevertheleſs, I am not as 
yet arrived at the climax of their excel- 
lence in the myſteries of government ; which 
will be demonſtrated by taking a ſummary 
view, of that ſample they have given of 
their ſkill in police, when, through the 
ſuperlative ignorance and puſillanimity of 
the civil power, the ſuppreſſion of an aſ- 
ſemblage of the very dregs of the people, 
(who had become diſorderly) devolved upon 


them; in which they ſeem to have out- 


done all their former outdoings; and hi- 
therto to ſtand unrivaled by any ſet of 
politicians in any age or nation of the 
world; and will, I am confident, ſo remain 
to the end of time; unleſs by a ſet juſt 
ſtarted up, in a country called Holland, 
who I ſhall by-and- by take notice of. 


Nu regibus arduum eft, ſhould be, Sire, 
the maxim of kings ; and of miniſters, when 
the fate" is s obliged to interfere. | 


Ix a civil commotion, the able politician, 


how formidable ſoever he may conceive it 
Me to 


( 39 ) 
to be, by his conduct diſguiſes: his appre- 
henſions. He does not run and arm go- 
vernment in a buſtle. For, that would be 
adding a great weight to the inſurgents. 
Firſt, it would raiſe them into conſequence 
with themſelves, from ſeeing that they had 
greatly alarmed the ſovereign power; and, 
trom the very ſame cauſe, it would raiſe 


them into importance and reputation with 


three not inconſiderable claſſes, as to num- 
ber, that exiſt in every ſtate. The timid, 
who, though, in ſecret, hearty eſpouſers of 

the cauſe, will not ſtir till they ſee hat turn 
it is likely to take; thoſe of deſperate fortune, 
whom no change can make worſe, and thoſe, 
who have no principle of election, Wy that 
of joining with the Ae d 


Bur the politician, to guard hat an 
acceſſion of theſe multiplied evils, ' takes up 
the ſuppreſſion of the inſurrection, not only 
with as little ſhow as poſſible, but alſo in a 
contemptuous manner, as if the hand of the 
chief magiſtrate was Omnipotent, and that 
the touch of a ſtate finger was ſufficient to 


& cruſh 
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cruſh it; and not with a military parade, as 
if he would be under the neceſſity of em- 
ploying the whole power of government to 
effect it. 


Bur to all political wifdom ſo repugnant, 
was the management of your Majeſty's great 
officers of ſtate, upon the late diſorderly aſ- 
ſociation in your capital, that were it poſſi- 
ble, that a looſe gathering together of a body 
of people formed out of the very loweſt of 
the populace ; without any leader, without 
any principal motive of action; except, that 
which is congenial to ſuch claſſes, anarchy, 
contuſion, and rapine; and have been ſtimu- 
lated inta a rebellion againſt the ſtate, they 
purſued the moſt effectual method for doing 
it; and if in the kingdom there had been a 
diſaffected body, they took the beſt of all 
paſſihle means for adding them to the com- 
matiouers. 


Laken badies of military, from diſtant 
parts of the kingdom, were ordered up to 


the capital, with all expedition; and the ſeat 
EY of 


8 0 * 5 S 2 ** I - 2 
"IDE LR CRE Rs 
4 4 2d 2 0 3 
— 2 * ea e EE PP 
C , — PEI Se Yes OE _ 7. -' 
7 G \ < —_—_ => 1 
1 5 o 
8 


5 


fo 
" "” oP 


” 
2 3 — 4 — - ” - — 4 
. : * * * % : 
Fn ac 2 IT + <P: 2 * n . g r 4 2 oz n AY 
N 1 1 3 3 1 A DIR I . — £4 4 e 4 4 
wy - ew << wv r 1 Pull Cl Ig a Pn 


* 132 Y 
p ” 
0 *** 
2 . 
* 
* r 


* - = 8 ST 4 r- "1 , "I 
: . * ” > We 3 : W . 
"4 a” * —_ 4 +» a2 x AWE Tt. — . 3 r . 
U 3 222 8 * * * — ns * W oo . 4} 4, , 1 4 IST 2 — Zo - a * 
* * 2 P LR - + **...4. 4 + - FER ; 2 K 1 « 2 . * — — >. A 1 1 * 1 * WF 1 E K 6 * 
5 7 1 N. * * 18 N . » A 4 EY ©, PETE IS > 1 - "GY bh 2 5 a; £5 ? > ** «rela _ . 1 - 
— 4 «4 4 wr Ts * ed 2 < 1 — 1 b — * 2 „ — 4 — 7 . 1 5 Q - 354 3 wage * 
> ” KL 8 — * p — na bh - * y C * — — = _— . y 4 — Le th - _ 1 IP. MY Gs Gy : - I IT. l _ 2 . a + 
f 5 . 2 3 - c Ra De og L 2 41 * * #6 — — 3 1 4 N - 1 —_ of —5 — — n 3 "EVE TIAL * 32 dy 
* * mw Se parti a Y 2 35. WPI — 1 24 £ 7 : en * C P - n al n m_ OOF o 2 
/ "4x atone ER * + 3 
, . n = Y ”" .o WY A * , — : 


— 
3 


ps 


Tn 7; 1 
a — TN. „** — 
fo £ __ * 2 N 
6 8 — 2 
——— — 


( 41 ) 
of government was ſurrounded with troops. 
The adjacent parks were covered with en- 
campments, and the avenues to the throne 
were ſecured by a wall of bayonets. Every 
feature of government was a characteriſtie of 
fear. 


Ir any perſon, a ſtranger to the cauſe of 
that military ſhow, and to the Engliſh con- 
ſtitution, unexpectedly had fallen in with it, 
he muſt either have concluded that the 


country was invaded by ſome formidable 


enemy, or that he was in ſome deſpotic ſtate, 
where the life of the tyrant had no ſecurity, 
but within a rampart of cannon, and chevaux 
de friſe of bayonets ; and not at the palace 


gates of the King of Great Britain; who 


will always enjoy inviolate ſecurity, within 
that moſt impregnable of all fortreſſes, the 


love of his*people, whilſt the' true ſpirit of 


the Engliſh conſtitution both in church and 
ſtate 1 1s kept up, by a Jr dejuifiration « of 1 it, 


Had the diſturbance happened at any dif- 
tance from the ſeat of government, in the 
G firſt. 
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firſt ſtage of it, before proper perſons were 
ſent to review the ſeditioners, adminiſtration 
either throꝰ the ignorance or miſrepreſenta- 
tion of informers might be miſlead ; but it 
was immediately under the cognizance of 
their own ſenſes. 

To review them fell, I ſhould conceive, 
under the department of the commander in 
chief; and were it poſſible that ſo important 
a part of his duty (government having con- 
ceived the commotion in a very important 
light) ſhould eſcape his attention, it was the 
buſineſs of the miniſtry to remind him of it. 


IF lch a review was neglected, the omiſ- 


ſion is unpardonable; if taken, and that the 


judgment formed by the reviewer produced 
the mighty warlike preparations exhibited 
upon that occaſion, his head and his heart 
muſt reſemble thoſe of the celebrated Squire, 
who miſtook the noiſe of a fulling-mill for 
that of a combat between giants; and a flock 
of the moſt harmleſs quadrupeds for an 
army of warriors. 
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( 43 ) | 
For even after they had received every 
encouragement, that the ſtrongeſt indication 
of fear, both in government and in the civil 
power, could have given to them ; and after 
their body, like the ſnow-ball, had been 
very conſiderably increaſed, by rolling 
amidſt kindred matter, for ſeveral days to- 
gether without control ; yet ſtill were they 
ſo contemptible a banditti, that a civil power 
poſieſſed of a very moderate portion of un- 
derſtanding and reſolution could have ſup- 
preſſed them. | 


A MINISTER of abilities, Chatham in the 
meridian of his underſtanding, would, at 
ſuch a time, inſtead of alarming the ſtate, 
have converted to its advantage, and to that 
of the community at large, an inſurrection 
of the kind, by pruning the latter of many 
bad members, and by ſupplying the former 


with four or five thouſand uſeful ones for 
the army and navy, 


AN inſidious advertiſement might have 
been framed, that would have brought the 


G 2 whole 


4 


whole of that mob together; at ſome place, 


convenient for having them hedged in by a 
body of military ſtationed for that purpoſe 3 
(a ſtratagem which their tumultuous and de- 
ſtructive aſſociation would have abundantly 
juſtified) and then to have culled all thoſe 
who were fit for ſervice; and to the reſt have 
had, at the ſame time, read a proclamation 
forbidding, under certain penalties, - any 
perſon in future to wear any ribband, or 
any other diſtinction, that ſhould be made 
the characteriſtic of an unlawful aflem- 


bly. 


Hap even the blue cockades been pro- 
ſcribed, that alone would have quelled the 
tumult. But no interdiction being iſſued 
againſt it, the rioters at length became ſo 
hardy, that they menaced almoſt every per- 
ſon they met without it. Numbers there- 
fore of reſpectable people, who deteſted their 
proceedings; yet, for the ſecurity of them- 
ſelves, their families, and their property, 
put blue ribbands into their hats, and hung 
them out at their windows; which circum- 

e 


M 
gance to the rioters, ſuperficially added a 
very gicat and re{pecable body, and was to 
them therefore productive of a deluſive en- 
couragement; and to the community of a 
delufive belief of their formidableneſs. But, 
at that particular juncture, there ſeems to 
have been a general eclipſe of the intellec- 
tual powers among all the great officers of 
the Crown, y 


AND after the paroxyſm of the fit, which 
had ſo be-fevered their heads, and ſo be- 
agued their hearts, was over ; they attempt- 
ed to reſcue themſelves from the ſhameful 
imputation of having been, like children, 
terrified with a raw-head and bloody-bones, 
by continuing the encampments, and keep- 
ing up the military ſhow, as if they had diſ- 


50 covered ſome plot pregnant with rebellion, 
for ſeveral weeks after the ragamuffins, who 
had bewildered them, were returned to their 


cellars and to their garrets. 


Nor having in the plenitude of their wiſ- 
dom conſidered, that, that was holding out 
| | to 
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to the Bourbonite and to the American a ſig- 
nal of information, that their hands were 


ſufficiently engaged at home, without hav- 
ing them to deal with. 


AnD if, at the expence of their morals, 
they have endeavoured, to exculpate them- 


ſelves from the reproach of having ſuffered 
the rioters, for ſeveral days together, to de- 


ſtroy the property of ſubjects, who, from 


the great ſums annually paid by them into 
the revenue, were ſtate pillars ; by ſaying, 
that they permitted it, to convince the civil 
power how unequal it was to protect the per- 
ſon and property of the ſubje&, without the 
aſſiſtance of the military. 


* THEey have in fact proved nothing more, 
than that their frailties were not confined to 
their heads, but alſo extended to their hearts. 
Their ſubterfuges upon that occaſion reſem- 
ble the efforts of an animal to extricate itſelf 
from the toils ; for the more they ſtruggled, 
the more they were entangled. 
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No part of the ſtate has eſcaped the inju- 
rie; of miſconduct, not even the church» 
Evidence not inferior to that of one's own 
ſenſes could poflibly have eſtabliſhed a belief, 
that Adminiſtration would have exerted 1t- 
ſelf in breaking the ſubje& into parties; and 
that too by the moſt inexorable of all jea- 
louſies, religious ones. 


A more impolitic and ill-timed ſtep no 
ſtate perhaps ever before took, than did 
Great Britain by the late relaxation of the 
popery laws in England and in Ireland. The 
juncture was, for ſuch a meaſure, ſingularly 
unfavourable. 


Luxury and diſſipation have ſo depraved 
the heart, and enervated the religious diſpo- 
ſitions of the people, that, for a religion 
which holds out the remiſſion of ſins, the 
moment 1s moſt opportune to gain converts 
and to be eagerly embraced. And Great Bri- 
tain, within theſe latter years, has had an 
inundation of a learned and ſubtle body. of 
the Roman Catholic perſuaſion, the Jeſuits, 

who, 


( 48 ) 


who, though members of the conſtitutional 


church of thoſe governments under which 
they lived, and were founded ; and though 
the pillars of the papal throne, yet, from 
their crafty, reſtleſs and deſigning turn of 


mind, deemed ſo dangerous to the ſtate, that 


they themſelves banithed. And by thote 


gentlemen, many ſeminaries for learning arg 


Pu — . —— —v—— . —— —— 
- * 


eſtabliſhed in Great Britain. 


BEs IDEs, the relaxation of the popery laws 
was become almoſt unneceſſary. The ma- 
jority of that profeſſion, who in temporal 
matters (for, through the mildneſs and cour- 
teſy of the Engliſh conſtitution, they as fully 
enjoyed all the eſſentials of their religion, as 
if under the ſanction of the laws) could have 
ſuffered from their ſtrictures, the rich, were 
become Proteſtants; and had that police been 
continued for half a century more, both the 
law and the relaxation would be wholly un- 
ncceſſary; as ſelf- intereſt together with a 


principle more laudable, would have ſo united 


the ſubject, by that time, in the Proteſtant 
church, 


their order has not only been aboliſhed, but 
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( 49 ) 
church, as to make the diſtinction un- 


Known. 


Arp what great things has that relaxation 
done for the Roman Catholics ? Or what for 
the ſtate ? For the former, nothing as it ap- 
pears; but revived againſt them the ſuſpicion 
and envy of all the different ſects of Prote- 
ſtors, which was nigh all forgotten; and 
which fifty years hence would not, had things 
been contmued as they were, have a foot to 
ſtand upon. And for the latter, ſet the ſub- 


jects at variance with one another. 


Your Majeſty's miniſters therefore inſtead 
of laying materials for the foundation of 
ſtrength, unity, ſo excelled upon that occa- 
ſion, in dividing and ſub- dividing your ſub- 


jects, as the great clamour, then and ſince 


has evinced, that one would be induced to 
think, that the ſpirit of 1/hmae/, whoſe hand 
was againſt every one, and every one's hand 
againſt him, had gone forth amongſt them, 


H YET 


Et. 
Yer, at the ſame time that the infirmities 
of men are marked, it is but common juſ- 


tice, that their virtues ſhould not remain un- 
noticed. 


Is not the conſideration his Lordſhip has 
ſhewn. in relieving the merchant from the 
great trouble of aſcertaining and receiving his 
diſcount upon the cuſtoms, by with-holding 
from him the whole : very great ! Though 
ſome 4ll-natured people compare it to the de- 
priving a man of a loaf, leſt in getting at 
the crumb, he ſhould injure his teeth with 
the hardneſs of tHe cruſt. 


Tuar however, affords but a faint glimpſe 
of his Lordſhip's benevolence, when aſſimi- 
lated to the great ſenſibility he has ſhewn 
in his conduct to the Weſt-India planter, on 
account of the heavy viſitations he has had 
from earthquakes, hurricanes, and inunda- 
tions, by only taxing him 326,0001, which 
muſt prove him to be a very orthodox Chriſ- 
tian, who believes that charity covers a mul- 
titude of fins, or he would neyer have treat- 


ed 
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ed him with ſuch generoſity and tenderneſs ; 
and that too at a juncture when the exigen- 
cies of the State are ſo great, that the 
190, oool. which fell into the public this year, 
by the expiration of the 4 per cent. annuities, 
cannot, his Lordſhip ſays, with political pru- 
dence, be applied towards paying any part of 
the intereſt of the new-loan, but muſt be 


thrown into the ſinking fund. 

THERE are thoſe, however, who will not 
allow his Lordſhip to be altogether ſo imma- 
culate; and who think, that darkneſs ra- 
ther than light, is more ſuitable to ſome 
part of his works. And in evidence of this 
poſition, inſtance the great diſlike he ſeems: 
to have to light, from the high price he 
makes the commonwealth pay for the admiſ- 


fon of it. 


Your Majeſty” s noble treaſurer too, is ſo 
paramount in unlocking, by premium, the 
coffers of the uſurer, that ſhould the preſent 
war continue for two or three years longer, 
he will not leave even gleanings, for a ſupply 
H 2 by 
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by loan, to carry on any future one, ſuch 
immenſe fums, at ſuch premiums, is he year- 
ly raiting to fupport the pretent. And hu- 
man nature ſeems not to be declining in a 
fertility of thoſe cauſes which lay the foun- 
dation for war, ambition and avarice in their 
various ſhapes. 


Wulch conduct, if purſued, will af 
length oblige government to reſort, in ſome 
expenſive war, for ſupplies, to the laſt and 
moſt defperate of all reſources, the taxes, by 
a premature reduction at firſt of the intereſt 
of funded property, and in the rage of the 
conteſt, by a total ſuſpenſion of it, the whole 
being neceffary for the exigencies of the ſtate. 
Not without promiſe and intention to reſtore 
the intereſt, and to make good the deficien- 


cies of it, upon the return of peace is admit-. 


ted ; but the faith of government once broken 
would never be relied upon again, and the 


conſequences that inſtantly would follow, are 


too obvious to mention. And, as the ſole ſup- 


port of thouſands would depend upon the 
_ payment of that intereſt, neceſlity, 


3 which 


. 


which even Jupiter himſelf was obliged t 
ſubmit to, would precipitate theſe conſe- 


QUENCES, 


AxD his Lordſhip's dexterity is not con- 
fined to that of railing money for the ſtate, 
he is not leſs adroit in the ſecuring of a ma- 
jority in a certain Houſe. It ſeems however, 
that in the circle of politics, theſe are not 
qualities of the moſt ſalubrious kind. 


AND the new method adopted by him for 
that purpoſe, that of parcelling out amongſt 
the aſſeſſors, the ſubſcription to the aſſeſſment, 
is one ſo peſtiferous, that was the body ever ſo 
ſound, it will ſoon infect it with a general 
mortification. Will the repreſentative at all 
conſider the burden of the commonwealth, 
when the greater the ſum granted, and the 
larger thepremium, (the latter of which will 
always in that caſe be very conſiderable, that 
there may be room for gleanings for the un- 
der- ſtrappers, who are to take the payment 
of it off their hands,) the more advantage 
will acerue to the grantors, they themſelves 


having 


N 


having the benefit of the ſubſcription. It is 
a mode ſo big with corruption, that, to ſave 
the conſtitution, it ſhould be wholly extir- 
pated, by making a ſeat in the legiſlature ſo 
incompatible with a loan-ſubſcriber, that it 
{hould vacate his feat. | 


SyouLD Great Britain, notwithſtanding 
the wounds ſhe has received, both in church 


and ſtate, be ſtill able to preſerve her conſti- : 


tution, which, I truſt ſhe will, if proper 
ſtate phyficians are timely called in to her aſ- 
fiſtance, ſhe has in her ſtamina, the beſt ma- 
terials of which any political ſyſtem was ever 
compoſed, although a ſage of antiquity had 
not the leaſt idea of ſuch government-ingre- 
dients. | 

As balm ſhould always be poured into 
freſh-probed wounds, I ſhall here obſerve, 
that the States of Holland, if the 


Solamen miſeris focios babere doloris, 


be as relative to complaints of the head, as it 
15 to thoſe of the heart, are to your Maj eſty 8 


miniſter s more than true brothers in afflic- 
tion, 


5 
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tion, and afford them, by their preſent con- 


X au towards England, a cephalic ſo potent, 
- 1 „ = \ | . . . 
that to them it mult be a mere ſpecific. 


For the ſeven. provinces to break with 
England, upon any account whatever, their 
ſituation conſidered both locally and political» 
ly, with reſpect to ſome of their great conti 
nental neighbours, marks them for ſuch in- 
firmity of mind, as was never before ſuffered 
to go at large in any nation, (it being the-cuſ+ 
tom, time immemorial, in all countries, to 
appropriate certain houſes for the reception 
of perſons attacked with ſo violent a cephal- 
algy) unleſs in the nations of the Brobding- 
nags and of the Yahoos, deſcribed by that 
renowned traveller, Lemuel Gulliver. 


TE exiſtence of that Republic depends fo 
much upon the amity and power of Eng- 
land, that, if rightly ſhe underſtood her own 
ſafety and welfare, ſhe would be as tenaci- 
ous of the proſperity of Britain, as of her 
own, ſuppoſing even that ſhe had not one 
ſhilling in the Engliſh funds, Nor ſhould 

an 


— 
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an attention to the ſame policy in England 
towards Holland be unreciprocal. The Bour- 
bonite is playing with them part the ſecond 


of the American game, 

Bt has addreſs enough, it ſeems, to make 
thoſe bodies politic, that are his rivals in 
trade and natural enemies, to worry one ano- 
ther, though the ſtrongeſt natural ties of 
mutual intereſt and ſecurity ſhould unite 
them indiflolubly for each other's defence. 
He has inflamed and ſupported the Ameri- 
ean againſt the Britain, till the former is al- 
moſt torn to pieces, and the latter much 
bruiſed and out of breath, And he is now 
ſetting England and Holland together by the 
ears ; countries, which, by all the bandages 
of mutual ſafety and protection, ſhould be 
ſo cloſely united, that were it poſſible, one 
of them could have been peopled from the 
celeſtial, and the other from the infernal re- 
g10ns ; yet, oppoſite however in their inter- 
nal principles, in their temporal intereſts, an 
uninterrupted concordance to ſupport one 
another, ſhould be their guide, il 

| as GREAT 
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GnkAr Britain and the Dutch ſhould not 
be unmindful, that on the Germanic throne 
fits a young Sovereign, who is poſſeſſed of 
intellectual abilities; pregnant with the ſpi- 
rit of enterprize, and who 1s at the head of a 
formidable army : that his fiſter is Queen of 
France, and takes an active part in that ca- 
binet. Should England then and the States 
General be ſo mad as to mangle one another, - 
when, in the extremity of their wounds, 
ſchemes of mutual advantage might be con- 
certed between the Emperor and France, to 
diſmember the latter, and ta parcel it out 
between them. Pruſſia, for old reaſons, 
having no cordiality for England, would feel 
no other emotions upon ſuch an occaſion, 
than what were merely political, and thoſe 
might be quieted, by putting him into ſome 
unexpected acquiſition. As to the Ruſſian, 
he is too diſtant to interfere. An event which 
would in time prove more fatal to England 
than even would the loſs of America. 


| My zeal for the honour and happineſs of 
Great Britain, has already ſo extended this 
ry 1 letter, 
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veins, and generouſly opening their coffers, 1 * 
for the honour of their Sovereign; for the 1 ; 
dignity of his crown, and for the proſperitx 
of his realms. And to crown their efforts 
and their labours with ſucceſs, they want 


addition to the proper leaders already in the 
field. Nor is Great Britain deficient in ei- 


effects of party, of partiality, 8 of them 
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ſea- officer in the world. 
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letter, that from your Majeſty I cannot look I 0 
for longer indulgence, than to repeat, that 


Britons are ſtill Britons. With a bravery MR 


and with a generoſity, not to be rivalled, 
now, even now, are they breathing their 


but proper conductors in the cabinet; and an 


ther. Yet ſtrange the fatality ! Strange the 
are not employed ! 


Tux whole line of ſuperannuated, of ruſ- 
ticated ſea-officers, has been lately more than 
once turned out, to ſelect one for an impor- 
tant ſervice ; yet, at the very ſame time was 
unemployed, and ſtill remains ſo, a noble 
ſubject, who is, without exception, the firſt 


IT 


109 


Ir may be true, that that noble Lord, tho? 
well diſpoſed ſoever he may be to ſerve his 
Sovereign and his country; yet a nice tena- 
ciouſneſs for his own honour, his own repu- 
tation, may influence him to decline ſerving 
under miniſters, who would, he is perhaps 
but too well aware, rather wiſh to ſee him 
ſuffer in the deareſt and tendereſt points, than 
properly to ſupport him. 


On, ſuch an officer at the head of the 
admiralty board, would be of the firſt con- 
ſequence to England; inſtead of having that 
place, which is of the utmoſt import to her, 
filled by a mere theoriſt, who can be no 
judge of the merit of naval officers; and 
who, in the whole courſe of this war, if 
I am not miſinformed, never fixed any one 
appointment of a naval centry, till ſome 
misfortune, firſt pointed out to him the ne- 
ceſſity of having the poſt guarded. 


Vor have alſo, Sire, a noble ſubje& (your 
Majeſty has many, I hope,) who is poſſeſt 
of all the principal qualities in a war miniſter. 
He 


He has a clear and digeſtive head, and a heart 
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firm and reſolute. He would never miſtake 
imaginary for real evils. But would with 
coolneſs put his ideas into the balance, and 
determine with comparative preciſion.  Cou- 
rage in a war miniſter is not leſs neceſſary 
than in a general. For, when the heart is 
unmuſcular. and timid, it ſhakes the un- 


derſtanding tho? ever fo good; and repreſents 


ſpectres and hobgoblins to the miniſter for 
real ſubſtances; and deters him from any 
undertaking, the ſucceſs of which is not 
ſirſt mathematically demonſtrable. 


You have, Sire, — — 
your Majeſty has a choice of ſubjects, were 
they but employed! well qualified to fill 
every department in the ſtate. Nor 1s the 
time altogether elapſed for redrefling many of 
thoſe errors that have been committed ; for 


avoiding many more which the ſame kind 


of management if purſued will inevitably 
produce, and for perhaps reinſtating Great 
Britain over the main in triumph. 


Ir 
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1 
Ir the poet was, in his own ſpecial pro- 


vince, to have the following indulgence, 


Verum ubi plura nitent in carmine, non ego paucis 
Offendar maculis, quas aut incuria fudit, 
Aut humana parum cavit nutura. 


I Au to hope, that my age, my ſex, a 
diſuſe of epiſtolary correſpondence, will all 
united, plead ſufficient excuſes for my inac 
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curacies here. * 
I am, 
Your Majeſty's, &c. 


BRITANNIA. 
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